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Democratic women’s movement and
national liberation struggle: Northern Kurdistan

In Northern Kurdistan, where still many feudal ele-
ments are existing in the traditions and family rela-
tions, the production still contains semi-feudal rem-
nants and women are exposed to a triple oppression
because in addition to the class and gender oppres-
sion there is also the national one, a strong women’s
movement developed in connection with the national
liberation struggle of the Kurdish people.

Together with the increasing spread of the guerilla
warfare in the 90s, the national liberation struggle in
Kurdistan also seized the women. Initially, women
became active as mothers and wives, but later on
women participated in all spheres, including the
armed struggle. The active participation in the armed
struggle was a first step for the Kurdish women in
their search for freedom.

Although the leadership of the
PKK supported the participation
of women, in the beginning they

were confronted with strong
resistance also within the organ-
isation itself. It happened fre-
quently that women coming to
the guerrilla were sent back
from the current commander.

Although the leadership of the PKK supported the
participation of women, in the beginning they were
confronted with strong resistance also within the
organisation itself. It happened frequently that
women coming to the guerrilla were sent back from
the current commander. Almost 300 cases of women
are known, who came to the guerrilla, were not taken
in and as a result of this fell into the hands of the
enemy and were assassinated.

In 1992-93 discussions on building a special organi-
sation of women within the guerrilla begun and after
sharp internal arguments and with the great support
of Ocalan, in the midst of the 90s, finally the women
achieved to be accepted in the guerrilla, also by tak-
ing on the most heavy tasks, and in 1995, YAJK (Free-
dom Movement of Kurdish Women) was founded as
the women’s wing of the guerrilla. They started to

organise units consisting only of women and thus the
process of the militarization of women started. This
step was of high importance for the struggling wo-
men and strengthened their self-confidence, the soli-
darity and the organisation among women. The foun-
dation of YAJK was a result of the needs of that time.
So, the first Kurdish women organisation was born as
apart ofthe guerrilla, inthe democratic area there was
no work among women worth mentioning at that time.

Today, the Kurdish women’s movement has its own
army structure, the YJA-STAR, the women party PAJK
and the YJA, which is active in the area of democrat-
ic mass work. Furthermore, there are of course many
more different organisations of the democratic
Kurdish women’s movement, as for instance the
Mothers for Peace or the Women departments of the

DTP. In all organisations of the national Kurdish move-
ment the rule of a proportion of a 33% of women is
valid and really applied today. The Kurdish women’s
movement is today doubtlessly the most effective
and massive force within the democratic women'’s
movement in Turkey and Northern Kurdistan.

By means of the active participation in the national
liberation struggle, the Kurdish women also started to
rebel against their position as oppressed gender and
are trying do change it. This way, in connection with
the national liberation struggle of the Kurdish nation,
an enormous democratic women’s movement devel-
oped, which achieved gigantic radical changes in a
society, were bride price, so called honour killings and
a still strong feudal oppression of women are reality.
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Women are rebelling against reactionary

structures in family and society: Nepal

Another illustration of the today’s international

women’s movement, that contains many important

and encouraging experiences, is the democratic rev-
olution in Nepal.

In this country, were semi-feudal relations of produc-
tion and a feudal political system predominated; the
process of the democratic revolution under the lead-
ership of the Communist Party Nepal (Maoist) has
obtained important achievements. Doubtlessly, the
Nepalese women have contributed a lot to that.
Already in the beginning of the peoples war in
February 1996, the women organised in the All
Nepalese Women'’s Association (Revolutionary) have
distinguished themselves by breaking the tense
silence after the first historical strike in Nepal, which
marked the beginning of the peoples war on February
13, by organising a seminar on the occasion of March
8, 1996 despite repression being highly probable,
were they underlined the need for a comprehensive
revolution for the liberation of women. It was the
women from the lowest caste in the western district
of Nepal Kalikot, who were the first ones, who
snatched rifles from reactionary armed forces and
handed them over to the CPN (M).

The CPN (M) understood the central role of women in
the struggle for revolution in the right way and tried
hard to create special means in order to integrate
women into the struggle not only in the typical role
as supporters or in the area of women'’s issues but
also in leading positions. A special women depart-
ment of the Central Committee (CC) was built, which
has the task to develop politics for raising the poten-
tial of women to a higher level in order to integrate
more women in policy-making organs in all three
fronts: party, army, united front. Furthermore, there is
the rule of a women proportion of 33% at all levels
of the CPN (M), which really is applied. This policy
already led to encouraging results, for instance at
present, many women are in the CC of the CPN (M),
dozens are working at regional level and hundreds at
district level and several thousands at local and cell
level of the party. In the Peoples Liberation Army
many women are commander or vice-commander in
the different brigades, platoons, squads and militias.
There are separate women'’s sections in the brigade
like women platoons, women squad teams, women
militia teams functioning in the field. Regional women
militias also participate actively together with peas-
ants in people’s courts, where informers, drunkards,
gamblers, womanizers, and cheaters are punished.

In spite of many progresses concerning the activation
of women in the revolutionary lines, there are still
many problems, however in a country like Nepal,
which still has heavy feudal marks, this should not be
surprising. According to the words of Parwati from
the leadership of the CPN (M), men are continuing to
develop in the military field even when they have
reached beyond 40 years of age, while women are
hardly seen to continue in this field beyond 25 years.
She states that one of the main reasons for this is the
institution of marriage, which has robbed many of
promising women leaders, because even within the
party marriage and children are still a problem for the
continuity of women’s leadership. Actually many
women complained that having a baby is like being
under disciplinary penalty, because they are cut off
from the Party activities for a long period.

Moreover, there is often a pressure on women”s
cadres to marry because unmarried women are caus-
ing a lot of mistrust among both men and women,
and this fact leads to marriages against the wish of
women or before they are ready for it. There is also
a tendency to take sexual offenses more seriously
than political offenses. Although these kind of back-
ward traditions and behaviors still have a lot of influ-
ence, there are more and more women who are
rebelling against these oppressing and politically
wrong marriages. Widows dare more and more to
marry again, which is condemned by the orthodox
tradition of Hinduism. These examples are for sure
important achievements of the Nepali revolutionaries
but at the same time they show, how deeply the
oppression of women is still rooted in the society and
how much still have to be done in this area.
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Struggle against sexual violence
under detention in Turkey

Sexual assault and violation are not only a general
problem of which women as oppressed gender are
affected by but also a method of torture applied in
many countries systematically. In Turkey and North-
ern Kurdistan the fascist regime applied this kind of
torture especially during the dirty war in the 90s in
Kurdistan and in the prisons. In the society of Turkey
and Northern Kurdistan, marked by Muslim and back-
ward ideas of honour, it is also very difficult for the
victims of violation to face these attacks because the
family and the society is prejudiced in the traditional
ideas of honour and often not take the side of the vic-
tim but distance from her. Therefore, the state aims
with the torture of violation at isolating and making
surrender the women. Fear, embarrassment, and
social pressure make it impossible for many violated
women to talk about it and charge the perpetrators.

In the end of the 90s, again and again revolutionary
and communist women of different organisations
have been violated by state forces and single resist-
ances started to develop by making these crimes
public. In this situation, the communist women with-
in and without the prisons started to discuss the issue
among them. As a result of these discussions a broad
campaign against sexual assault and violation under
detention was launched in the end of December
1999, which gained a lot of influence within a short
period of time. The campaign has the aim to inform
the public opinion, to charge those responsible, to
organize juridical, psychological and social support for
those affected by these attacks and to organize a
broad participation in the trials opened against the
violators and to make the problem known within the
whole country and worldwide. In the framework of
this campaign they paid a lot of importance to ques-
tioning the terms of honour and the social bourgeois-
feudal ideas of values, as this seemed to be inevitable
for a successful work. The campaign went on for
more than 6 months and culminated in a conference
“No to sexual assault and violation under detention”,
which took place from June 10-11, 2000 in Istanbul.
The three main topics of the conference were 1) vio-
lation during war 2) violation under torture and 3)
struggle against violation. At the conference some
women talked for the first time in public about what
they experienced and denounced those responsible.
The conference gave not only immense courage and
power to the delegates but turned into a source of
resistance for the whole democratic women’s move-
ment. Breaking the taboo, denouncing the crimes in
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public, questioning the backward ideas of honour and
the strong solidarity with those affected not only
strengthened the struggle against sexual assault and
violation but also really intimidated the Turkish state.
Due to this determinately carried out campaign this
form of attack could be fought back to a great extend
and cases of sexual assaults and violation under
detention decreased noticeably.

The labouring women’s movement today
is a colourful mosaic

Of course there are countless examples and experi-
ences more of significant struggles and movements
of the labouring women in different areas apart from
those mentioned here. From the Columbian women

fighting in the rows oft he FARC with the weapon in
hand against the reactionary regime and imperialism,
the indigene women oft he Mexican Atenco, who con-
tinued their resistance in spite of mass violations, the
African women, who are fighting against AIDS,
hunger, poverty and war, to the female workers strug-
gling against the brutal exploitation in the free trade
zones in South Korea and for dignified conditions of
work and life and the women in Brazil fighting for
land a diverse picture of struggles, which the labour-
ing women are conducting today turns out. Judging
it by both, its forms of action and by its contents and
ideological points of view, the democratic women'’s
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movement is as diverse as the World March of
Women, which adopted another character almost in
every country. Nevertheless, there are many things in
common concerning the type of problems as well as
the demands raised, from which many root points for
cooperation in the framework of the democratic and
revolutionary women’s work may result.

In order to create an international organisation of
women today, it is necessary to show efforts especial-
ly for the ripening of some pre-conditions. However,
in the field of concrete coordination of the struggles,
actions of solidarity and international conferences,
where experiences and points of view may be
exchanged, even today a lot more is possible than
actually happens. In this context, it is a duty to
increase solidarity among the labouring women and
the women'’s organisations both at national and inter-
national level.

An impressing example for such a form of action and
organisation of the labouring women are the women
meetings taking place every year in Argentina.

For 23 years the labouring women are meeting every
year in Argentina and discussing together many dif-
ferent topics affecting them. In the beginning, 700
women met, today they are tens of thousands, who
celebrate their achievements and continue their
struggles. However, with the years passing by not
only the number of participants enormously
increased, also the debates became more diverse and
deep. Women from social, feminist, political, stu-
dents, trade-unionist, human right, neighbouring dis-
tricts, cultural and environmental organisations as
well as from organisations for the right of land, hous-
ing and sexual diversity are meeting with women
from many more fields like pensioners, indigenous
women, unemployed women, those who are believ-
ing and those who do not etc and discus a wide spec-
trum of topics, which concern women generally or
currently. From issues like sports, health, and com-
munication to political strike, violation and abortion
nearly no sphere of life remains untouched. The
women are discussing in a democratic way in work-
shops, are exchanging ideas, are learning from each
other, analysing their experiences and developing
prospects for future struggles.

The countrywide women’s meetings, where also
women delegations, above all from Latin America and
also from other countries of the world are participat-
ing, contributed a lot to the understanding how the
political, economical, cultural, religious and social sys-
tems are build historically on the basis of the gender

and social division of labour and produce patriarchal
and capitalist hierarchies and oppression. At the
meetings, women question not only political and eco-
nomical structures of power, but also cultural, ethni-
cal and social conventions, forced on them for thou-
sands of years.

The yearly meetings of the labouring women in
Argentina, where the application of direct democracy
is given a special importance, are playing a significant
role for the activation and organisation of the demo-
cratic women’s movement. Every year, the women
are returning with new energy, new insights and con-
crete actions plans from the meetings and the results
are visible in more self-confidence and being ready

In spite of many progresses
concerning the activation of
women in the revolutionary
lines, there are still many prob-
lems, however in a country like
Nepal, which still has heavy feu-
dal marks, this should not be
surprising.

for playing a leading role or also in country-wide cam-
paigns, like the one demanding freedom to Romina
Tejerina, which turned into an important pillar of the
struggle of the Argentinean women’s movement
against violence, violation and patriarchal justice.

What needs to be done is to create such examples of
permanent forms of organisation, through which it
was successful to integrate the broad masses of the
labouring women and to activate them, also else-
where.

Socialism and women'’s emancipation

The source of the oppression of woman is the private
property. Since the transition from collective property
to private property and the division of the society into
classes, women have been oppressed not only as
members of the oppressed classes or nations, but
also because of the gender oppression.

The emancipation of women and all humanity will be
possible by abolishing the classes and the private
property and reaching communism. This task can
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only be fulfilled if the working class, as the most rev-
olutionary class, completes its mission. Half of the
working class consists of women and the task of the
communist work among women is to win these
women for the communist party and for socialism.
Socialism, the first stage of communism, abolishes
the private property of the principal means of produc-
tion and thus opens the way leading to the emanci-
pation of women. However, the complete emancipa-
tion of women will be in communism, where any kind
of private property and the class society will vanish.

Socialism does not only open the way for the eman-
cipation of women by abolishing the private property
of the means of production, but at the same time
fights on the front lines with the measures taken by
the socialist power and the laws adopted against the
oppression of women, reaction and the reactionary

The yearly meetings of the
labouring women in Argentina,
where the application of direct

democracy is given a special
importance, are playing a signif-
icant role for the activation and
organisation of the democratic
women'’s movement.

traditions and social values remaining from the old
society. We cannot consider the problem of the eman-
cipation of women as process proceeding gradually
and automatically, but the force of power itself will be
used in order to organise this process effectively.
Housework like cooking, looking after children and
washing will be socialised, violence against women
will be banned and punished severely, by means of
laws the relation between man and women will turn
into a voluntary association, by the increasing partic-
ipation of women in production and social life, the
way for their development will be paved, by means of
mechanisms of positive discrimination, the participa-
tion of women in education, production and political
life will be insistently increased. By these and many
more concrete steps, the emancipation of women
and together with women the emancipation of the
whole society will advance on the road to freedom.
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The communists, the Comintern
and the women'’s issue

Already in the times of the International I, the inter-
national communist movement treated the women’s
issue as a central question and put it especially dur-
ing the Comintern determinately at the agenda. In
1920, at the time of the 1l World Congress of the
Comintern, the International Women’'s Secretariat
(IWS) of the Comintern was founded, which had an
own central leadership and an own apparatus and
committees according to that working also in public,
and it actively interfered in many struggles. However,
in spite of many positive developments and achieve-
ments lasting until today, like March 8, International
Day of Struggle of the Labouring Women, which was
introduced as an international day of struggle by the
Secretary in 1921 in honour of the role played by the
women in the Russian revolution following a tradition
of the International Il, the communist work among
women of the Comintern remained limited in its long-
term results.

In 1926, the Women'’s Secretariat was reformed and
finally, in 1935, completely disbanded. It is an omis-
sion, that this period has not yet been analyzed in
detail by the international communist movement.
Although the communist women”s work undertook
important steps in the framework of the Comintern,
it was still very much at the beginning if considered
all in all. This becomes obvious very clearly when
looking at the number of women within the commu-
nist parties, which is an important criteria for the suc-
cess of communist work among women. At that time,
Czechoslovakia reached the highest number of
female party members with 20%. In Norway, 19.7%
of the party members were women, in Germany,
17% of the 130.000 Members of the Communist
Party of Germany were female in 1928, in Switzerland
13% and in the UK 14.2%. Although, in many parties
oft he Comintern the situation was much worse. In
the Communist Party of France for example, the per-
centage was only 3-4% in 1924 and fell to 1.7% in
1926 and even to 0.6% in 1929. In Italy, the situa-
tion was similar.

After the October revolution, which was a great leap
forward on the way of the liberation of women, many
measures for the improvements of the situation of
women were introduced. Among others, steps to-
wards the socialization of housework and education of
children, day-nurseries, introduction of launderettes,
public canteens, legalization of termination of preg-
nancy, introduction of civil marriage and civil divorce
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were taken. However, even in the socialist Soviet
Union many remnants of the thousands-of-years-long
oppression of women remained in several fields of
social life like production, family and political activity
and this also affected negatively the active participa-
tion of women in developing and leading the political
process at higher levels. Consequently, the number of
women in the central committee after the October
revolution was never more than 3 and the number of
substitute members never more than 6 women. In
times, when the number of CC members was in total
70 on average, not more than 3 women were repre-
sented there. At the party congresses in the period
from 1912 to 1952, the percentage of female dele-
gates was between 1% to maximum 13.9%.

Despite all the disadvantageous conditions, all the
negative tradition inherited and all the difficulties, this
scene deserves to be questioned.

Furthermore we have to take into consideration, that
men have thousand of years of experiences of lead-
ership, meanwhile the world of women essentially is
restricted to kitchen and children. It would be illuso-
ry to expect that this vast difference of the different
preconditions of men and women can be overcome in
a few years.

Problems of the communist work
among women today: From March 8 to March 8

Today, the labouring women unambiguously are
worldwide part of the sections of society most
exposed to poverty, lack of rights, exploitation and
oppression. 70% of the 1.3 billion of the poorest peo-
ple are women. The labouring women are represent-
ing a big potential for the revolutionary movement.

In spite of many difficulties and organisational weak-
nesses, there are many struggles and resistances,
where women are standing in the first lines; be it
against the demolition of houses in the labouring dis-
tricts, against national oppression, against sexual vio-
lence, for better working conditions in the factories,
for the right to healthcare, education etc. However,
the majority of these struggles is lacking in a contin-
uous organisation and a revolutionary leadership. On
one hand, this is caused by the fact, that in our days
the revolutionary and communist parties are quiet
small and without influence in general, but on the
other hand this is also due to the fact that the exist-
ing revolutionary and communist organisations and
parties are weak especially in developing a practical
policy or have a wrong attitude concerning the
women’s issue.

All in all, it is conspicuous that the communist work
among women is very weak and that a communist
women’s movement in the world, which is able to win
the masses of the labouring women for revolution
and socialism, is out of the question today.

Many revolutionary and communist organisations
remember the women'’s issue once a year on March
8, but during the rest of the year there is no special,
continuing women’s work. Unfortunately, the lacking
in a permanent, organisational anchored work among
women is often accompanied by an arrogant, sectar-
ian attitude towards existing initiatives in the
women’s work, what leads to the sad situation, that
the communists and revolutionaries effectively post-
pone the struggle for the emancipation of women to
an unfixed date after revolution.

The current situation of the democratic women’s
movement in Turkey and Northern Kurdistan is a typ-
ical example of this. One trend within the movement
is ideologically based on the radical and socialist fem-
inist trends and the reformist parties following it.
Another one is the red trend, which gained continu-
ity and special organisations and is carried out per-
sistently for years by the communist women. And a
third trend is formed by the other revolutionary
organisations, which tackle women’s work from
March 8 to March 8 and therefore are not able to
save themselves from lacking of policy in their atti-
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tude, neither on March 8 nor concerning the other
problems of women. The ideological struggle contin-
uing between the first two trends, however not lead-
ing to an end of the unity in action for years, finally,
on March 8, 2005 turned out into the situation, that
for the first time after years the communist women
split from the feminists, the Kurdish women and
reformist parties like EMEP and ODP, who persisted in
celebrating March 8 without men, and decided to
have a separate meeting. The other revolutionary
organisations, which did not participate in the organ-
isation of the celebrations of March 8 under the pre-
text of the presence of the feminists, which did not
show any efforts in order to push back the hegemo-
ny of feminism through participating together with
the communist women in the March 8 activities and
other women platforms, which do not even on March
8 more than just talking about women'’s issue, decid-
ed to take part in the organisation of March 8 that
year following the proposal of the communist women.
However, finally they also separated from the com-
munist women and organised a March 8 at the
square of Beyazit isolated from the masses of labour-
ing women. The communist women organised, in
contrast, another meeting at the square of Kadikoy
based on their own forces and the masses of labour-
ing women.

Whereas the division with the feminists was a classic
example of how they direct themselves against, first
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of all, revolutionary men and thus against the unity of
the labourers, the attitude of the majority of the rev-
olutionary organisations was a sad example of a
high-flown and narrow attitude of mass work, of how
far away they are from the labouring masses of
women and from seeing and being willing to change
their own reality. Without carrying out a continuous
mass work among the women workers, building
organisations in the labouring districts and launching
political campaign among women, they want to give
the class character back to March 8 in one single day.

However, unfortunately the attitudes of many revolu-
tionary and communist organisations at international
level are not other than this. In the praxis, the inter-
national revolutionary and communist movement
does not show the appropriate weight and interest to
the women'’s issue. This is to be seen on the hand at
the lacking attention paid and the lacking exertion of
influence in the democratic women’s movement, and
on the other hand, also in the way of approaching the
communist work among women. The attitude to
postpone the struggle for the emancipation of
women to sometime after revolution unfortunately is
still very common and thus priority to the work
among labouring women is given seldom. Several
parties calling themselves communist are not working
in democratic women organisations and have also no
special means internally for the mobilisation and inte-
gration of women in the struggle for revolution and
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socialism, although it is evident that women are in a
special situation due to the hundred years of slavery
and the double oppression compared with their class
brothers and that it is necessary to develop special
means in order to organise and win them for socialism.

Another wrong view is to limit work among women to
the typical problems of women. This unavoidably
leads to the situation that in the centre of women’s
work are not the proletarian women, being part of
the most revolutionary class, but the most oppressed
stratums like housewives and victims of violence.
This way, the class character of the women’s issue,
similar to the way feminists do that, is ignored.

Some times, revolutionary and communist organisa-
tions even fall behind some formally applied meas-
ures of the bourgeoisie or bourgeois movements. In
bourgeois parties there are many women in leading
positions, like for example Christina Kirchner, Michelle
Bachelet, Angela Merkel, Gloria Arroyo or Condolezza
Rice, just to mention some of them. The fact, that
this is not the slightest progress for the emancipation
of women, on the contrary, that these women are
carrying out an enemy policy against the laboring
classes, half of them women, should not make us for-
get the glaringly obvious weakness of the revolution-
ary and communist organizations.

Another example is that due to the influence of the
feminists, even at the meetings of the social forums
the rule prevails that men and women may take the
floor alternately. As women also there are lesser than
men in number, women are privileged. Yet, at activi-
ties and meetings of revolutionaries it is not unusual
that mostly men speak meanwhile women hardly get
the chance to speak. In terms of representation, the
revolutionary and communist movement is in general
old and male. We cannot simply accuse such facts by
the fact that it is us, who have got the true program
for the liberation of women.

Guarantee of continuous work
among women: special organisations

In order to develop a continuous work among the
masses of labouring women and to win the female
workers for the communist party, special means are
necessary. Here we have to notice that not the agen-
das of struggle, but the organisational means are
speciall Work among women does not necessarily
mean to approach the women with their special prob-
lems, but to mobilise them by use of special means,
according to the women'’s psychology, for the social
struggle as a whole. Concerning this, our party writes

in the documents of its unity congress: “The most
typical and common form of narrowness is to under-
stand from the work among women to explain to the
women, the women as the oppressed gender, the
women’s issue and to reduce work among women to
that or to see it as something limited to that. ... It is
absolutely correct and necessary that the party
applies special methods in the work among women,
taking into account the special psychology of women,
however this does not mean that the party takes, or
should take, the women’s issue as the basis of its
propaganda, agitation and organisation in the work
among women.”

One form of the special means for the organisation of
women at the level of the communist party is the
women’s committees. There should exist such
women’s committees, which do not form a parallel

The attitude to postpone the
struggle for the emancipation of
women to sometime after revo-
lution unfortunately is still very
common and thus priority to
the work among labouring
women is given seldom. Another
wrong view is to limit work
among women to the typical
problems of women.

structure but are linked to every party organ from the
very bottom up to the Central Committee, at all lev-
els of the party structure. Only the existence of per-
manent organs guarantees continuous work.

A parallel structure would go into the direction of a
women’s party, which is contrary to the fundamental
idea of Marxism-Leninism to unite the most progres-
sive part, the vanguard of the working class in one
party and not divide it into gender or ethnic origin.
Since any political power is the power of a class, polit-
ical parties, which are the tools of a class to conquer
the power, are the highest form of organisation of a
class and as women are no class of its own the idea
of a special party only for women is wrong.
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Another important mechanism is the “positive dis-
crimination”. Given the fact that men and women do
not have the same preconditions due to the social
conditions, same treatment means nothing else but
discrimination of women. In order to compensate this
disadvantage and to promote the political develop-
ment of women, our party uses the “positive discrim-
ination”. This means that women get specially pro-
moted in a systematic way and supported in their
development.
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The communist parties have two fundamental tasks
in the women’s work. One aspect is the work within
the democratic women’s movement and the other to
win the proletarian women for the communist party.
Our party formulated this in the documents of the
unity congress as follows: “Under the social order and
political regime of today, the democratic women’s
movement, consisting of different elements and not
being homogenous, is an important reserve of the
proletariat. To work for mobilising the broadest wo-
men masses of the democratic women’s movement,
being a reserve of the proletarian revolution, on the
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line of the party is one dimension and form of apply-
ing the strategy of revolution of the party and trying
to establish the hegemony of the proletariat in the
revolution. The communist vanguard should support
the women in every democratic push, in every con-
flict they enter with the capital, it should be the most
determined and consequent militant of their cause.

Secondly, half of the proletarian (and labouring)
masses are female proletarians and labourers. So
that the communist vanguard can organise them as
the half of the army of revolution, it should take the
work among proletarian and labouring (and young)
women as half of the party work. Beyond winning
and mobilising the reserve, the communist work
among women is the problem of organising the pro-
letarian women, forming the half of the army of the
revolution of the organisation, in the ranks of the
MLCP-F.”

Furthermore, it is another urgent task of the women'’s
work of the communists to organise and develop the
women’s work at international level. In many areas of
the class struggle the need for international solidarity
and coordination has been understood already and
initiatives corresponding to that have been devel-
oped. However, in the sphere of women’s work we
are still in our infancy meanwhile the bourgeois and
petite-bourgeois women obtained at least a certain
level of international communication and networking.

Today more than ever, in the face of recent weakness
of the communist women’s work, international con-
tacts and exchanges are important, in order to learn
from each other, to exchange experiences and to
strengthen the struggles of the labouring women in
different countries. To postpone this task until a bet-
ter cooperation develops among the communist par-
ties themselves would be wrong. On the contrary,
cooperation in solidarity of the revolutionary and
communist women can also contribute to developing
and deepening the relations among the revolutionary
and communist organisations.

Let us conclude with the words of Inessa Armand,
who rightly said that if the emancipation of women is
unthinkable without communism, also communism is
unthinkable without the complete emancipation of
women.




On February 27-28, 2008, the shipbuilding workers of Tuzla went into
action as if they wanted to confirm the optimistic and hopeful
foresights and expectations for 2008 from the revolutionary point of
view. The Tuzla shipbuilding workers have successfully passed
a stage and have won a very important battle.

The industrial hell created by neoliberalism at Tuzla fell in the
centre of society’s agenda by battering the deaf walls of censorship,
ignorance and callousness, at a very critical moment when air
raids and land operations continued in Southern Kurdistan
and the colonial war was reaching its peak.

The zone-wide strike at Tuzla means overcoming the
disintegration of the working class due to flexible and lawless work-
ing. This would also mean that a zone-wide strike is at the
same time a political action as an answer given and as a posture
shown by the shipbuilding workers by founding their class unity
against the neoliberal attacks of capital.

The realisation of a strike throughout a zone where the
production is highly subcontracted-fragmented has played the role
of opening or clearing the way by being a hard blow against the
open or hidden pessimistic thoughts that the instrument of strike
could not be carried out at all because of the fragmentation of pro-
duction. It has proved to the friends as well as enemies that a strike
can be carried out even at a zone of a subcontracting system.
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