
The hegemony struggle between the imperialists has brought war also
to the Caucasus. When Southern Ossetia, autonomous area in the
Caucasus, announced its independence from Georgia, it was first occupied
by the Georgian army. Followed by that, the Russian army entered
Southern Ossetia, fought back the Georgian army and occupied Southern
Ossetia. Taking the support of Russia, Abkhazia also announced that it will
proclaim its independence. After the Georgian army was defeated by the
Russian army and withdrew, a ceasefire agreement was signed by the two
parties through mediation of the EU. However in spite of the ceasefire, the
mutual strong statements above all
by the USAand by Russia contin-
ued remind the time of the cold
war. The imperialist competition
went to a crisis in this region and
the situation is still serious and the
peoples of the region can found
themselves in a new imperialist
war at any moment. Like every
war, also this one meant thou-
sands of death for the peoples, tens of thousands of injured, destruction,
migration, pain and tears.

After the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991, the Caucasus/Caspian
Sea became one of the important areas, over which the imperialist states
develop their hegemony struggles. The basis if this hegemony struggle is
the existence of oil and natural gas in the Caucasus and to bring them to
the world market. 

The imperialist states continue their hegemony struggle to re-share the
Caucasus with different means. After the Khrushchev modern revisionists
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found its expression in
the words and practice "I
shall be the first" of the
member of our Central
Committee Huseyin De-
mircioglu, who martyred
in the death fast in 1996,
in the march to death with
revolutionary slogans of
our comrades Hasan

Ocak and Suleyman Yeter in
the torture chambers of fascism, in the readiness to make sacrifices of our
comrade Ali Haydar Gocer, who turned himself into a protective shield for his
comrades and in the readiness to give everything, including their lives and to
bring sacrifices of dozens of comrades more. On the 14

th
anniversary of our

foundation we bow our heads respectfully in front of our martyrs and
continue to learn from them. On our 14th anniversary we commemorate all
the martyrs of revolution and socialism, first of all the international leaders of
the proletariat Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin. 
We face the 14th anniversary under the conditions that many of our
comrades are in prison. However we know that they are only physically in the
jails of fascism. With their hearts and brains, their production, their feelings,
longings, hopes and their enthusiasm they are in the middle of the struggle,
they are struggling on our side. We greet our comrades in prison on the
anniversary of our party with our communist enthusiasm.
We face our 14th anniversary with an even stronger and more determinant
will against the intensive attacks of the enemy and the dozens of announce-
ments that they liquidated our party. We greet all the fighters of our party, who
are filling the gaps by continuously making a step ahead against the attacks
of the enemy and who confront every attack with even stronger and more
determinant power of struggle. 
On our 14th anniversary we greet all the revolutionary friends and comrades-
in-arms, who were always on our side when it was necessary, our revolu-
tionary friends and their struggle from the international arena, whose hearts
are beating with ours. 
On our 14th anniversary we add our internationalist enthusiasm to the
resistances against imperialism and fascism, to the struggles for revolution
and socialism and first of all to the strikes and resistances of the world
working class. 
We enter into a new year of struggle by strengthening the ranks, growing our
force of struggle and saying welcome to a new year of struggle.
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Imperialist war in the Caucasus and
the tasks ofthe communists
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seized power in the Soviet Union in 1956 and its dissolution in 1991, the
policy of nationalism and to make the peoples enemies was developed in the
Caucasus. Although the peoples of the Caucasus had after the October
revolution in the period of socialism, like all other nations, nationalities and
ethnic groups, according to the application of the policy of Lenin of the
right of the nations for self-determination within the socialist relations the
possibilities to develop freely. 

After 1991, Russia tried as an imperialist power to keep its hegemony
over the Caucasus meanwhile the US and EU imperialists tried to bring the
countries of the region under their own hegemony. By means of political and
economical support the US and EU imperialists brought in some countries
of the region forces collaborating with them and dependant to them to power
and thus they linked some of the countries to themselves. First of all there
is a hegemony struggle between Russia and the USAand the EU countries,
however today besides of imperialist forces like China, also the Turkish
state, which is an appendix of the US policy in the Caucasus and an
expansionist regional force, tries to become a part of this. 

Georgia is a country, where today a puppet government controlled by the
USAis in charge. Through Georgia the USAaims at limiting the sphere of
influence of Russia in the Caucasus and to form a bridge with Azerbaijan
between the Caspian Sea and the Black Sea and to bring this corridor under
its own control. The fact, that Georgia hinders Russia to reach from the
Caucasus to the South and that it is like a bridge for bringing the oil and nat-
ural gas from the Caspian Sea to the world market, makes it important in
terms of geo-policy. So they transport for example the Azeri oil via the Baku-
Tiflis-Ceyhan oil pipeline passing Georgia and Turkey to the Mediterranean
Sea and thus to the world market. This way, Russia cannot control how the
oils and natural gas from the Caspian Sea gets to the world market and this
is a loss in disadvantage in terms of strategy for Russia, meanwhile it is a
strategic achievement for the USA. This situation has made Georgia a
strategic partner for the USA. The issue to make Georgia a member of
NATO or not, continues to be a problem between Russia and the USAand
EU. The reason why Georgia want to be in the NATO is that by including
Georgia, the USAwant to enlarge the borders of the NATO towards the
Caspian Sea and take Russia into a military encirclement, which would be a
danger for Russia. Russia considers this as a danger for itself and strongly
opposes. 

Moreover, the Turkish state, which thinks to be a regional power and tries
to play a role in the developments in the region, gave a military support of
45 Million to the Georgian army. The efforts to reorganize and educate the
Georgian army together with the USAand give it military presents does not
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message to the AKPthat from now on it will be also kept under control, that
it has to act carefully and has to renounce from some initiatives and
measures from the past.
Of course, the fact that the trials of Ergenekon and to close the AKPbecame
clear and that a temporally compromise has been made in the historical
settling the score in the arena of the bourgeois politics does not mean that
the competition and the settling of the score between the ruling classes is
finished. It is not clear how long this "compromise", in which the general staff
and TUSIAD are integrated and which is made on the line of the US imperi-
alism and which has the quality to continue with the AKPfor now, will go on.
We can expect from the AKPthat in the time coming it will act in a more
compromising way and thus try to make the crisis less intensive concerning
some issues like the "change of the constitution", which it tried to make in the
past and was not able to realize and that it will try to find compromises with
the front of the generals concerning topics like the Kurdish question, Cyprus
and relations with Armenia and that it will try to make a state policy in the
framework outlined by the imperialist states. 

66

We celebrate with enthusiasm the 14th anniversary of foundation of our party,
which was founded in September 10, 1994 as the result of the unity of
communist organisations. With the fundament created in the 20 years of
efforts and the sacrifices made by our predecessors, who flourished with the
revolutionary advance of 1971 in Turkey and Northern Kurdistan and the
struggle for the unity of the communist carried out from 1989-1994, a rich
experience for the international communist movement has been created.
Our party created a history of creating itself from its foundation until today
during the 14 years it left behind, by deepening and clearing its political and
organisational principle lines. Besides of defending the revolutionary values,
traditions and achievements of our predecessors, it became an evident part
of our history to make revolutionary changes and transformations responding
to the needs and obligations of the new period and to undertake political
leaps. 
The history of our party is an enthusiastic march under fire. It is the waving of
the flag of revolution and socialism in the hands of the workers and labourers,
the youth and women in the factories, industrial areas, in the streets, squares,
at the campus and at the barricades. The announcement of the unity of our
party written at the banner put up by our first party martyr comrade Erdal Balci

We enthusiastically celebrate
the 14th anniversary ofour party!
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mean, that the Turkish state is able to play a role independently from the
USAin the region. In spite of the existing dreams of the Turkish state to
expand in the Caucasus and especially to bring the Turkish states under its
influence, it is a fact that the Turkish state is not able to do anything in the
region without the permission of the USA. 

We cannot consider the war in Ossetia independently from these
relations of interest. Without taking into account Russia and the USAnor
Ossetia would be in the situation to declare on its own independence neither
Georgia would be able to undertake a military operation on its own. Southern
Ossetia, which was an autonomous area within the borders of Georgia until
today, declared its independence trusting Russia and Georgia militarily
occupied Southern Ossetia trusting the support of the USA. Therefore, the
war in Ossetia is not only a war between Georgia and Ossetia. This war is
essentially a continuing regional war of hegemony between the USAand
Russia because of the geo-politic position of the region. 

While Georgia intervened in Ossetia trusting the support of the USA,
Russia has shown by its counterattack and the occupation of Ossetia and
also by taking under its control the majority of the Georgian cities on the
highway from the Black Sea to Tiflis and by supporting the wish of inde-
pendence of Abkhazia, that it will evaluate any possibility in the strongest
way for its own interests. 

The war in the Caucasus is a reactionary and unjust war. It drives the
peoples of the Caucasus, which lived in the time of socialism in peace and
brotherhood with their own identities and cultures, to death for the imperia-
list interests. The only way to real peace and the friendship of the peoples in
the Caucasus, for the brotherhood of the peoples is that the imperialist
forces leave the region and the peoples of the Caucasus get the opportuni-
ty for the right of self-determination. 

Our party defends on the basis of the principle of the right of self-deter-
mination of the nations that the peoples of the Caucasus decide on their own
about their destiny. Also the people of Ossetia, whose Northern part is with-
in the borders of Russia and whose Southern part within the borders of
Georgia, has the right of self-determination on the basis of this principle.
When all foreign forces will get out of the region, the peoples of the
Caucasus will have the opportunity for self-determination. Our party is of the
opinion, that in order to save the Caucasus and the Caspian Sea, which
were turned into areas of war through the contradictions between the impe-
rialists, from imperialist occupation and plunder and in order to throw impe-
rialism out of the region it is inevitable that the peoples of the region act
together. Imperialist oppression and occupation made the problems of the
peoples of our region similar and united their destiny. The struggle against
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institutions like the constitutional court and the final court of appeal came
more to the fore and thus the army acted in the background and tried to give
the impression of o "juristic" struggle instead.
On the other hand, they are aiming at presenting the judicative in Turkey as
working appropriate and independently also by the Ergenekon operation of
the regime, in which more the 50 persons have been imprisoned and taken to
court, among them some retired generals, military and civil bureaucrats, some
representatives from the media to the capital and some leaders of racist
fascist parties, all of them elements of the counter-guerrilla organisations
within the state, which got out of control and have been exposed in the eyes
of the public opinion and the people. This trial is also a trial to whitewash the
state and to betray the working class and the labouring people. The fact that
shortly after the indictment of the Ergenekon trial has been accepted also the
trial to close the AKPbecame clear, contributed to make the regime crisis a
bit less intensive. 
The trial to close down the AKPopened by the constitutional court ended with
the decision of the court to not close the AKP. The AKPwas charged with a
warning charge and cutting a part of the public funds. The result of this two
trials has the quality of a temporally compromise between the ruling classes.
The danger for the bourgeoisie of having no government, what would have
meant falling into an even deeper regime crisis and their game of "democra-
cy" being in danger pushed the Turkish ruling classes to this reconciling result
by means of the legal system. The fact, that there is no other fresh bourgeois
party to replace the AKP, which could be presented to the people as an alter-
native, pushed them to this result. For among the existing bourgeois parties,
nor the CHPneither the MHPis able to fill this emptiness or could be
presented as an alternative. These realities had shown that it would be very
difficult for the bourgeoisie to close down the AKPand that the trial probably
would conclude with a compromise.  
The imperialists of the USAand the EU have seen this government crisis,
which could give way to a lack of stability, and also intervened, showing
efforts to not close the AKP. Developments like the calls made in the press of
the USAand the EU to not close the AKP, reminding that the negotiations to
join the EU could be put in danger, the meetings and agreements made with
the US imperialism in the near past, the meeting of Erdogan and Yasar
Buyukanit in Dolmabahce, also the meeting of Erdogan with Ilker Basbug and
the fact that Erdogan has shown a "reconciling" tendency in the newspaper
Hurriyet have shown that it was highly probably that the AKPwould not be
closed. 
On the other hand, the fact that one part of the sentence to not close the AKP
is also to cut a part of the public funds and a warning charge gives the
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The counter-guerrilla forces, which came to the agenda once more with the
Ergenekon operations, committed a new massacre against the people.
On July 27 the bombs of the counter-guerrilla exploded in Istanbul Gungoren
and 18 labouring people, among them also children, lost their lives.
The massacre of Gungoren is one of the mass massacres committed by the
counter-guerrilla, like the one of Mayday 1977 in Istanbul Taksim, in 1978 in
Maras, 1980 in Corum, 1993 in Sivas, 1996 in Istanbul Gazi and many
others. 
Immediately after the massacres, all the forces of the state from the Prime
Minister to the Chief of the general Staff and the bourgeois opposition parties
showed their wrong tears and condemned terror. The bourgeois media tried
hard to turn the tragedy of the labouring people loosing their lives into a
means for provocation. It was claimed that the PKK was responsible for the
bomb attack. 8 Kurdish patriots were imprisoned in great haste and
announced as the "bombers of Gungoren". The bourgeois media claimed
that Huseyin Gureli, one of the prisoners, "was educated in Kandil and
arrived 3 month before" and published also other wrong statements in the
name of Gureli and put titles in the newspapers like "I put the bomb and
watched everything". However, only a few days later it came out that Gureli,
who was said to come from Kandil, is working in a registered work for 7 years
in Istanbul and that all the 8 prisoners have not even interrogated concerning
the bomb attack, that all of them were detained claiming to have supported
the PKK by providing help and accommodation. 
The PKK announced from the first day on that it has nothing to do with the
bombing and the Kurdish patriotic forces participated in the actions against
the massacre. 
The aim of the counter-guerrilla state was to put the blame for the Gungoren
massacre on the PKK and thus to stir up the hostility against the Kurds and
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to orientate the interest of the public opinion, which concentrated on the
counter-guerrilla organisations in the last time, to chauvinist conflicts. 
The revolutionaries, progressive people, patriots and communists rapidly
exposed that the massacre was made by the counter-guerrilla and started
actions. By organising actions in dozens of cities and squares, separate or
united, they announced that the counter-guerrilla state is responsible for the
massacre of Gungoren and tried to put the dirty game of the state in vain. 
The massacre of Gungoren is a new item of the black list of crimes of the
counter-guerrilla comprising dozens of mass massacres, assassinations of
intellectuals, forced disappearances in police custody, burning of villages,
torture and extra-legal executions on the street. Exactly in the situation, in
which the regime organised the Ergenekon operations in order to bring to
order their own forces and imprisoned some exposed elements of the
counter-guerrilla organisation, first of all the AKPand some other circles try
to create the impression that they settle accounts with the counter-guerrilla
and to profit from this impression, the bombs of Gungoren exploded and
proofed once again that the counter-guerrilla is not a part of the state but the
state itself. The regime imprisons with its left hand the parts of the counter-
guerrilla over which it lost control and liquidates them and with its right hand
it organizes counter-guerrilla massacres. 
The reaction of the revolutionary and progressive forces against the mas-
sacre was positive, however in order to demand on the occasion of the
Ergenekon trial to clear the mass massacres from Maras to Gazi, the assas-
sinations of intellectuals and the cases of forced disappearances and to ask
for account, it is necessary to organise the pressure of the masses and to
grow the struggle. 
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The competition between the Turkish ruling classes, which is continuing and
turning into a regime crisis, continued last year on topics like the headscarf,
change of the constitution, elections of the President of the Republic and the
general elections on July 22 followed by the election of Abdullah Gul to the
President of the Republic and this year it continues more on issues like the
Ergenekon trial and the trial to close the AKP. After it has won the elections of
July 22, the AKP, one of the sides of the regime, elected Abdullah Gul as the
President of the Republic with the courage it took from this electoral success.
The election of Gul was a new effort to broaden its own area of power. Last
year, the generals directly opposed the AKP, however this year legal

Counter-guerrilla massacre in Istanbul Gungoren

imperialism and the collaborators has to overcome "national" borders and
has to be carried out in an organized way on a regional and international
level. 

Our party sees the need to create an anti-imperialist coordination of strug-
gle in the Caucasus and the Caspian Sea for the coordination of the strug-
gle against imperialism of the progressive, anti-imperialist and revolutionary
forces of our region and to continue it as a united struggle and tries to cre-
ate such coordination.  

Compromise between the Turkish ruling classes:
AKPhas not been closed


